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Dear Sir/Madam:

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to the victims and their families in the recent Tucson
shootings. At the same time, we also want to express our sincere disappointment with
Bogdan Kipling’s column on January 13 about this terrible event. On the one hand, he
accuses the Washington press corps ofjumping to conclusions without checking the facts
about what led to this horrible tragedy.

But then. on the other hand, he engages in the same practice by opening speculating
about the background and mental health of the alleged killer. Worse still, he refers to this
person using the xords “nut”, “nutters” and 1unac “. FTc also outlines a very narrow
view of how mental illness can be detected by such signs as “wiggly lines” and ‘glaring
incoherence’.

e find these terms and his approach to be offensive and un arranted. We had thought
that professional journalists such as Mr. Kipling would hae long abandoned such
demeaning language and stereoty pes. Has he ne er thought about how the stereoty pcs
used by him affects anyone Ii ing with mental illness

e would urge Mr Kipling and all other journalists to take some time to get the real
facts about mental illness and mental health before making such ill-founded and
discriminatory statements. As stated by the Mental health Commission of Canada. seen
million Canadians will need help for mental health problems this year alone and many
will not get it due to the stigma attached to the illness.



Yours truly,

Gail Gardiner and Joan Jessorne
Co-Chairpersons
Mental I Iealth Coalition of Nova Scotia
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Like emmings p unging over a Norvveg an ci If much
of the Washington press corps bind y committed
ethical cot apse by rushing to b ame the tragedy n
Tucson on the chmate of hate fostered by nght-w ng
Republicans. They p nned this mis eading tag of
p0 itical respons b I ty pretty much en masse and
wthin m nutes of the shoot ng of Rep Gabr e e
Giffords The new y re-c ected Ar zona Democrat was
gr evously wounded and six people were k lied.

The slaughter occurred Saturday in a Safeway parking
lot where the Congresswoman was holding her
customary meet your representative mini-rs ly

As is their wretched custom, the media rushed to
immediate judgment even though at the time, nothing
was known about the assailant beyond his name.
Jared Lee Loughner There was no information about
his background let alone his politics

But ignorance of fact .s no ca-ncr to the niedias best
Some of them even 3eporteo mat M Loughner was a
disgruntled Arghan war ve:era — a factod plucked
from the compression cnar-ber of the 24 7 news
cycle

Predictab y later fact-checeing showed U S army
recruiters relected the 22-eear-o d Mr Loughner when
he tried to enOst montns before seemngiJ cecasse he
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rrot yes and The New York T mes elevated the spin to new heights Tt e paper of cord
the gob standard of Arrencan journal sm for nearly a certury con dn t rca at a head ne

at screamed Bloodshed Puts New Focus on V tr o n P0 t s

Mart B& c. a. Of the papor 5 c esprdc ?ts nka.d Tu sot ard thy Tea Paly a
r ‘a Iceat T[ e Tea a. a as one joorna at krc.w c S t C rrovyrry it sI w rs r ay

C3l d a r aery fan m.1 cv V r M B sd Vd a i V T r v
“‘e a Pa V e a r aryr t o Lta

Horrrs Ace cans must neuter every direct wo d to returr to po cvi t r po t us
Tb3t a funny The med a mavens do not comprehend that tnere car be ro retum to wat
never was Amer can po t ca speech was sways rough when t was not crude or bmtal

Paul K ugman the T mes premier column st aso wasted rota breath before charg ng
Sarah Pa n the Tea Party pnenon’enon, gun lovers anti meanwp rited Repub cans of
reat ng the c imate of hate as b rth ing room of the Tucson massacre

Diane Renm a syndicated ta k show host on Nat onal PubIc Radio clucaed her way
through an houn ong segment that essentia ly aid the on s sha e of the b arre on ang i’

Repub carts who had the temerit! to cuhc ze ObamaCare ad trte reeV ess rrarci of
lega mmigrants

It borders on the despicable that the many liberal wnters who fancy themse yes as the eVe
corps of Washington journalism could break so many rules of journal sm n reporting and
commenting on the crime the more effectively to tar their ideological opponents

The only mitigating factor here is that, at least in America refusing to chalk up crime to
criminals and insanity to the crazy is decades old

Notwithstanding, the medias indecent performance here begs this question. Should the
usual suspects be sent to the University of Alaska campus at Point Barrow for a refresher
course in how to practise the r craft?

Bogdan Kipling s a Canadian journalist in Washington
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